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The history of women serving in defense of our Nation
began more than 220 years ago with the women who 
served during the American Revolution and continues
through the present day.  
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The Department of Veterans Affairs was established
March 15, 1989, with Cabinet rank, succeeding the
Veterans Administration and assuming responsibility
for providing benefits to veterans and their dependents. 
Headed by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, VA is the
second largest of 14 Cabinet departments and operates
nationwide programs of health care, assistance services
and national cemeteries.
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